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In 2003, the collector Gerhard Schneider, in consultation with Rolf Jessewitsch, Director of what
was then known as the Museum Baden, founded the Fördergesellschaft Museum für verfemte
Künste (Friends and Patrons of the Museum for Persecuted Arts). A short time later, two citizens
of Solingen, Dieter Fervers and the entrepreneur Thomas Busch (the Walbusch company), were
won over for a joint foundation. In addition to the art collector Gerhard Schneider, the operating
company Kunstmuseum Solingen Betriebsgesellschaft was added as a further member of the
foundation on behalf of the City of Solingen. It made the upper floor of the museum and later
also a part of the first floor of the former Gräfrath town hall available in perpetuity for the presen‐
tations of the foundation. The inaugural exhibition was opened on December 12, 2004.
Here, artists are rediscovered who for a long time had fallen into oblivion in Germany. After the
terror of the Nazi regime and the Second World War, the younger generation of modern artists
of the Weimar Republic, those born between 1890 and 1910, had largely been forgotten.
The collector Gerhard Schneider has pursued this forgotten modernism and brought artworks
and life stories back into public awareness. The collection catalogs published since 1999 pre‐
sent a wealth of previously lost works of art.
In 2007, the foundation of the ElseLasker-Schüler Society acquired the literature collection of the
journalist and author Jürgen Serke, consisting of over 2,500 objects, including books, docu‐
ments, handwritten letters, typescripts, and photographs. Beginning in 2008, this collection of
literature has been presented in the museum in Solingen, and accordingly now in the Center for
Persecuted Arts, under the title Himmel und Hölle zwischen 1918 und 1989. Die verbrannten Dich‐
ter (Heaven and Hell between 1918 and 1989. The Burned Poets) as a permanent exhibition, as
well as in special temporary exhibitions. As early as 2008, newspapers across Germany wrote:
With the existing art collection and the collection of literature, Solingen has become a center for
persecuted arts.

Norbert Lammert at the opening of the Center for Persecuted Arts on December 08, 2015

In 2014, the Civic Foundation for Persecuted Arts with the Gerhard Schneider Collection merged
with the Else Lasker-Schüler Foundation for Burned and Banished Poets / Artists for a Center for
Persecuted Arts, which had been founded in 1994. The latter contributed the collection of Jürgen
Serkes, the author of the book Die verbrannten Dichter (The Burned Poets), to the foundation.

Opening of the Center for Persecuted Arts on December 08, 2015

verfolgte-kuenste.com
@verfolgtekuenste | #verfolgteKuenste

